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In observance of the :
July 4th Holiday, :
our office will be closed on

Thank YOU
for recognizing our efforts !

by sending your friends & family!
Lillian Botas at Catholic Social Services
The Cedars Assisted Living

Community Nurse &Hospice Care ! Friday, JUIY 3rd and will N
Coastline Elderly Services

Atty. Patricia Mello > reopen on Monday, July
Atty. Ray Quintin 6th.
Ellen Stensing Woods
Have a Happy, Healthy
and Safe 4th of July from
all of us here at .
Surprenant & Beneski,
L P.C. b
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We invest 100% of our time & energy to delivering
| first-class service fo onr clients. s a result, onr ralued
clients, partners, & friends refer their family, clients,
friends & arsociates to ns. We build strong, lifelong

relationships one person at a time.

Elder Law Today is produced by Robert L. Surprenant, Daniel M. Surprenant & Michelle D. Beneski,
Attorneys at Law. This newsletter is published as a service of Surprenant & Beneski, P.C., 35 Arnold
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7 Ways To Help Protect Senior Finances
With the difficult economic times we are experiencing we are also experiencing an unfortunate
increase in elder abuse. Financial exploitation takes many forms. Those include taking money
or property, forging an older person's signature and getting an older person to sign a deed or
will through deception or coercion.

Family members can be undetected predators

| Most cases of financial exploitation involve family members. Usually it's someone who is
‘ dependent on Mom and Dad. They need that big pot of money. They're unemployable, or
:-'\*, didn't try to work, or have substance abuse problems. They end up isolating Mom and Dad.
"'r, The other kids are not sure what's going on. It's easy to transfer the house to their name or
- | take out mortgages on the house. They might use some of the money for Mom and Dad, but
they use some for themselves, too. Increased longevity is contributing to the problem.
| Children with a sense of entitlement grow increasingly impatient awaiting their inheritance.
| Southeastern Massachusetts has an elder abuse hotline: 1-800-922-2275. Signs of potential
financial exploitation can include unpaid bills, withdrawals from bank accounts and transfers
that the older person cannot explain. Sometimes a predator becomes the new "best friend,”
getting access to funds and bank accounts. Anyone can call the hotline and report the abuse.
‘ If you suspect an elder you know is being abused please call. An investigator will be assigned
_%& to look into the situation.

Pay attention to estate planning

To guard against such problems, legal and financial advisers suggest taking care of estate
planning early. Picking who you know and trust as health care agent and durable power of
attorney is very important. Do it while you have the mental capacity to make the best
possible decision for yourself. If possible, let other people know about it. If putting adult
children in charge is problematic, consider hiring a third party -- an attorney, a CPA -- who is
not emotionally attached. By planning early and letting everyone know what the plan is there
is less chance that the senior will be taken advantage of in the future.

Some safety tips for seniors

To help older people protect their finances, we offers these tips:

e Arrange for direct deposit of Social Security checks and other retirement benefits,

¢ Do not give anyone access to your ATM cards or passwords.

e Take great care in choosing someone to appoint as power of attorney and in completing or
revising a will.

¢ Be careful about permitting family, friends or tenants to live in your house. Have a written
| agreement about expectations of services to be performed or rent paid,

e Treat home attendants like employees, not friends.

¢ Keep valuables hidden if someone comes into the house on a regular basis.

¢ Maintain contact with family, friends, neighbours and/or your community center. The more
| active you are, the less likely you are to be exploited.

If you need help establishing your estate plan call our office for a consultation. To set an
appointment for a consultation, call our office at 508-994-5200. We generally charge $500 for
a consultation but this fee will be waived if you mention this article. This information is for
general informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. For specific
questions you should consult a qualified attorney. This article was written by Attorney
Micheile D. Beneski of Surprenant & Beneski, P.C. The law firm has offices in New Bedford and
Hyannis that specialize in estate, tax, Medicaid and disability planning.
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Mark Your Calendars For These Upcoming Events in i/k
Junel! Call 1-800-929-0491 To Reserve Your Seat!

Living Trust Seminar¥*

All programs are from 6:30pm-8:00pm

Wednesday, June 10th (code: NBCC)

New Bedford Country Club, 585 Slocum Road in North Dartmouth.

Long Term Care Presentations, including Veteran Benefits*

All Programs are from 6:30pm-8:00pm

Thursday, June 4th (code: Cedars)

Cedars Assisted Living, 626 Old Westport Road, North Dartmouth, MA,
Thursday, June 11th (code: Landmark)

Landmark Assisted Living, 400 Columbia Street, Fall River, MA
Thursday, June 18th (code: Sacred Heart)

Sacred Hearts Nursing Home, 356 Summer Street, New Bedford, MA

Long Term Care Presentations on the Cape*

All Programs are from 1:30pm-3:00pm

Tuesday, June 16th (code: Mashpee)

the Club at New Seabury, 95 Shore Drive West, Mashpee, MA.

*As you may know, many of our local food banks are overwhelmed with
requests. Many are running low or are empty. Together, we can make a
difference to help fill their shelves. We ask that you bring one canned
good or other non-perishable item with you to one of our free seminars.
All donations will go to our local food banks. In advance, we thank you for
support!

Our Estate to Plates has been very successful
and we owe that to YOU!!
Thank you for all the kind and generous donations
that you have made to our local food pantries!

Remember that you can bring a canned good to
one of our seminars or drop it by our office
at 35 Arnold Street in New Bedford!
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In a short period of time, we have grown
so much that we outgrew our Cape office!

WE"AVE As of June 1st,

, our Cape office will now be located at
I 336 South Street in Hyannis, MA

to better serve you!
Our number is still 508-477-1102.

| And as always, our main office is still
located at 35 Arnold St. in New Bedford.

Surprenant & Beneski, P.C. has a new website!

Please check us out at www.the-sb-lawfirm.com
Our new site has tons of great information on it.

e
You can order most of our free guides and also sign up A’me{/
for our new Ezine! which will be a weekly email news &
letter on topics of interest or sign up for an upcoming : °

seminar.

It's a work in progress but let us know what you think!
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June 30, Tuesday, at 3:00 p.m.

"Is Your Family Prepared For Emergencies?”

Accidental injury is the #1 cause of death in children.
Join us as child safety expert and bestselling author, Britt Michaelian,
M.A., reveals the Secrets of the Safety Goddess.
New FREE service for our clients. Each month we will be
offering a free call on topics of general interest for families through the
Family Wealth Planning Institute.
To register go to our new website: www.the-sb-lawfirm.com
The link can be found on the non-crisis elder law page
www.the-sb-lawfirm.com/non-crisis-elder-law. Click on the link and register

for the call it’s that simple.
Please email us and let us know what you think of the calls.




